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 Crime

UN-affiliated Sikh group lists victims' names

EMAIL PRINT 

United Sikhs, which describes itself as a United Nations-affiliated nonprofit humanitarian organization, has

posted on its Facebook page what it says are the names of the Sikh victims of Sunday's shootings at the Sikh

Temple of Wisconsin in Oak Creek.

The dead include the temple president and two priests.

At least two of the names jibe with names reported by the Journal Sentinel - one of the priests and the

temple president - but the group couldn't be reached by phone or email early Monday to confirm the names

or explain how it had obtained them. A third name was similar to one reported by the paper.

Law enforcement officials did not release any of the names of the victims - either of the seven people killed

or the three people injured in the shootings. They were scheduled to hold a news conference at 10 a.m. at

the Oak Creek Police Department.

United Sikhs listed six victims of the fatal shootings, and two injured victims. The shooter was the seventh

person killed, in an exchange of gunfire with Oak Creek police officers. The third person injured was one of

those Oak Creek officers, who officials said was ambushed by the shooter when he was tending to an earlier

shooting victim.

Here are the names posted by United Sikhs:

Seeta Singh, a priest; Parkash Singh, a priest; Ranjit Singh; Satwant Singh Kaleka, president of the temple;

and Subegh Singh and Parmjit Kaur Toor, listed as sangat members. Online searches indicate that a sangat is

a Sikh religious community.

The following people were critically injured, according to the post: Punjab Singh, who was said to be in

extremely critical condition, and Santokh Singh. "He is in serious condition too," the post says.

The Journal Sentinel listed three victims of fatal shootings: Kaleka, 65; Parkash Singh, who was nearing 40;

and Suveg Singh Khattra, 84.

The paper quoted Kaleka's son as saying that when the gunman opened fire at the Sikh Temple on Sunday,

Kaleka tried to attack the shooter outside the temple. Wounded in his lower extremities, Kaleka, 65, made it

inside, hid with others in a room, and died there.

Parkash Singh had been an assistant priest at the temple for six or seven years, said Gurcharan Grewal,

president of the Sikh Religious Society of Wisconsin. Parkash Singh went back to India in June to bring back

his wife and two children - a young son and daughter, both under age 12 - to live here. About eight weeks

ago, he returned to Oak Creek.

Suveg Singh Khattra was described as a native of the Punjab region of India who moved to America in 2004

to live with his son.

"He loved to come to the temple and talk to people. He speaks only Punjab. He's a nice father," said

Baljander Singh Khattra, a taxi driver.

The son drove the father to the temple most days but on Sundays the assignment fell to the older man's

daughter-in-law, Kulwant Kaur. On Sunday, the daughter-in-law was helping other women prepare meals at

the temple and hid in a pantry after gunshots rang out. When police later escorted her to safety, she said she

saw her father-in-law.

"When they brought her out, she saw my father on the floor with blood coming from his head," said

Baljander Singh Khattra.

Nothing more was known about the other victims, though Journal Sentinel reporter Meg Jones reported that

one of them was believed to be a woman in her late 30s and the mother of two sons. She was standing and

praying in the temple when the gunman opened fire, said a man who identified himself as a friend of the

woman's husband.

The shootings at the Sikh Temple are being looked at as a possible domestic terrorism incident, but no

motive has been determined, FBI officials said Sunday night.
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